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ENGLISH: 

According to Ivan Ilić’s research, 

Morton Feldman – in his portrait for 

piano entitled For Bunita Marcus –  

not only reflects upon (possibly 

sentimental) memories of Bunita 

Marcus, his former student and lover, 

but also upon the autobiographical 

experience of his mother’s protracted 

battle with cancer. This information 

led Ivan Ilić to keep the frequency of 

suspense low in the organization of 

the piece’s tempo so that, in the 

hidden workings of the sound 

process, unconscious thoughts about 

vital respiration have a clear 

presence. Therefore, living and dying 

– as existential agents – converge 

movingly in the minimalist icon’s 

discreetly subliminal subtext. 

Hans-Dieter Grünefeld 

Translated by Richard Lyle McClure 

 

 


